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The primary purpose of this exchange was to learn Spanish and immerse myself in the local
culture. I attended a one-week intensive Spanish course before the semester started. However,
despite having an A2-level foundation in Taiwan, I struggled with the fully Spanish-taught classes,
highlighting the advantages of the European education system, which encourages bold speaking and
learning from mistakes. The exchange application process was clear, requiring only timely email
responses. The visa application was relatively straightforward, but | had to plan around the fact that
my passport was held at the Spanish consulate.

Upon arrival, the university hosted a welcome event for international students, providing
guidance on administrative procedures, which required prior booking. Housing in Valencia was
competitive, and due to language barriers, I initially struggled to find a place but eventually secured
accommodation through an online rental platform. Transportation was convenient with the SUMA
card, which students could obtain for free by pre-booking. Academically, the course selection
process was flexible, and classes focused more on practical applications and discussions than
theoretical learning, significantly benefiting my studies. Additionally, the university and Erasmus
organizations arranged various cultural events, enriching my experience. Although | encountered
challenges such as a severe flood disrupting daily life, this exchange strengthened my determination

to master Spanish and inspired me to share my experiences with others.
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