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This report summarizes my five-month exchange program at the University of Tsukuba, Japan.
Motivated by the friends I made on the virtual reality platform VRChat, I achieved JLPT N1
proficiency and chose Tsukuba for its academic resources and prime location. The report details
essential administrative processes—including visa applications, dorm allocation, and practical daily
living tips—alongside how I navigated through my master’s application process at the same time.

In terms of academics, I enrolled in advanced Japanese courses that significantly improved my
academic writing and speaking skills, as well as specialized professional courses in the School of
Informatics. In addition, I was able to meet some of my Japanese friends in person. Traveling across
Japan—from Tokyo and Osaka to Niigata and Nagano—I participated in local festivals and authentic
social gatherings. Overall, this exchange program provided me with a cost-effective and highly
rewarding opportunity to enhance my language proficiency, engage in deep cultural exchange and
immersion, and broaden my global perspectives. I truly appreciate this short yet fulfilling journey.
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