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This post documents every little detail of my journey as an exchange student for a
semester at Gustave Eiffel University in France. Organized chronologically, I’ve
mapped out everything from the internal school application, visa preparation, and
packing, to my arrival (navigating transportation and check-in procedures), all the way
to the must-do checklist before heading home. I also shared my insights on course

selection, dorm life, entertainment in Paris, and learning French.

The French education system places a strong emphasis on independent thinking and
critical analysis, and I had the privilege of taking classes alongside classmates from all
over the world. While dealing with the notoriously complex French administrative
paperwork was often anxiety-inducing, I hope this detailed, step-by-step guide can
serve as a reassuring shot in the arm for future juniors planning to go on exchange. This
journey not only drastically improved my independent living skills and language
proficiency but also helped me find my direction in a once-blurry future. It was truly

an invaluable, life-changing experience.
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