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My master’s degree marks the final stage of my academic journey before stepping into decades
of professional life. Knowing that such an opportunity to explore the world in depth might not return,
I decided to participate in NCKU’s overseas exchange program to gain new perspectives and immerse
myself in a different cultural and academic environment. I have always been fascinated by European
history and culture, and Vienna, consistently ranked as one of the world's most livable cities, intrigued
me. | was eager to experience what made this city so unique, from its education system to its daily
lifestyle.

I studied at FHWien der WKW, located in the heart of Vienna, where I took several business-
related courses. The classes incorporated case studies, group presentations, and exams, providing me
with a hands-on learning experience. Working closely with students from different cultural
backgrounds enhanced my academic knowledge and strengthened my cross-cultural communication
and teamwork skills. Beyond academics, Vienna’s highly efficient public transportation, pedestrian-
friendly streets, and vibrant cultural scene made daily life enjoyable and convenient. I had the chance
to experience local traditions, visit world-class museums, and witness the city’s deep appreciation for
art and music.

Even after returning to Taiwan, I still reminisce about my time in Vienna. This exchange
experience has broadened my worldview, enriched my personal and academic growth, and will
undoubtedly profoundly impact my future career and life.
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At the entrance of the British Museum, an inscription on the ground welcomes travelers from all
over the world:"...and let thy feet, millenniums hence, be set in midst of knowledge." For me, this six-
month exchange experience was about verifying, step by step, the European history I had only
imagined through pictures and learned in history classes. Walking through cobblestone streets,
visiting centuries-old cathedrals, and standing before masterpieces I had once only seen in textbooks
made history feel incredibly tangible. Each monument, museum, and cityscape told a story,
reinforcing my fascination with Europe’s rich past.

Setting foot on this ancient continent, I was amazed that you could drink crisp, 12-degree Alpine
water straight from the tap in Vienna. The slower pace of life compared to Taiwan allowed me to fully
immerse myself in the culture, whether it was enjoying a leisurely afternoon in a coffeehouse,
attending classical concerts, or simply taking in stunning architecture. The incredibly well-integrated
public transportation system made exploring effortless, and the pedestrian-friendly streets fostered a
sense of community and convenience that I quickly grew to love. Though often below freezing, even
the weather felt surprisingly comfortable, unlike the damp chill of Taiwan’s winters. As I write this
report, it has only been a week since I returned to Taiwan, yet I already deeply miss this transformative
experience. Vienna was not just a place I visited—it was a home that broadened my perspectives and
left an indelible mark on my heart. This exchange was truly a once-in-a-lifetime journey that I will
cherish forever.
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