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This report provides a comprehensive account of the author’s one-semester exchange program
at Poznan University of Technology (PUT) in Poland. The primary motivations for the exchange
were a profound interest in European history and culture, coupled with Poland’s affordable cost of
living, which allowed for a successful balance between academic advancement and travel
exploration.

Regarding the application process, the author shares insights from passing the internal
university selection as the top-ranked candidate and offers practical advice on PUT’s unique course
enrollment system and dormitory administrative procedures. Academically, the author completed
seven courses that included hands-on hardware labs, highlighting the Polish educational emphasis
on independent learning and the highly flexible small-class settings tailored for exchange students.

Life and travel served as the highlights of this journey. The author not only formed
international friendships during Orientation Week but also leveraged Poland’s strategic geographic
location and budget airlines to travel extensively across Europe. The report concludes with essential
reminders regarding visa applications, military service regulations for male students, and the 50%
public transportation discount provided by the Polish student ID. This serves as an invaluable
practical guide for students planning an exchange in Central or Eastern Europe, demonstrating how
to maximize the benefits of studying abroad on a limited budget.
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