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Upon graduating, | found myself at a crossroads, unsure about the future
and eager for a change of scenery to expand my horizons. Through a fortunate
opportunity, | connected with Tohoku University in Japan. During my six-
month stay there, | not only gained a deeper understanding of myself but also
forged meaningful friendships. My time in the laboratory was particularly
enriching, as | absorbed valuable knowledge and skills. Despite having only
studied Japanese for a year, | embraced the opportunity with courage and
enthusiasm. Opting to visit during my favorite season—winter, | relished my
first encounters with snowfall, donning a traditional kimono, and indulging in
authentic izakaya experiences. This half-year immersion has left an indelible
mark on my life, representing a pivotal chapter of personal growth and cultural
exploration. Reflecting on this experience, | am grateful for the challenges and
rewards that have shaped me into a more resilient and open-minded individual,
poised to embrace future opportunities with renewed vigor and optimism.
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