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This exchange program at TU Darmstadt served as a Semi-Gap Year to reset before enter-
ing the workforce. Academically, through intensive German courses, English oral communica-
tion, and advanced materials science classes, I experienced the profound differences between
Taiwanese and German educational cultures. I transitioned from a passive learner to an active
participant, ultimately developing a more efficient and systematic approach to learning.

In terms of daily life, living with roommates from diverse religious and cultural back-
grounds heightened my sensitivity to multiculturalism. I observed how Europe’s intercon-
nected borders facilitate constant cultural exchange, a sharp contrast to the relatively isolated
environment of island life. Navigating various challenges—from housing issues to travel dis-
ruptions—taught me independence and the importance of standing my ground with confi-
dence. This journey was not just about academic or culinary growth, but a complete reshuffling
of my values. Through self-reflection, I moved beyond seeking group validation and gained a
clearer understanding of my own identity. I am now returning with a renewed sense of purpose
and calm, fully prepared for the next chapter of my life.
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(2) Oral Communication Skills for Science and Technology
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(3) Materials Research with Energetic lon Beams
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