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This report summarizes my profound six-month exchange experience at Johannes
Kepler University Linz in Austria, made possible by the Morning Star Scholarship.
During the pre-departure phase, handling everything from university applications and
budgeting to complex visa and military exit procedures taught me the critical

importance of early planning and proactive communication.

Upon arriving in Linz, I not only adapted to the highly interactive and critical-
thinking-oriented European classroom environment, but I also taught myself how to
cook in the shared dormitory kitchen to save on living expenses. Starting from scratch
to eventually recreating the taste of home with Taiwanese braised pork, the kitchen
became my ultimate social hub. By sharing my life in Taiwan with friends from
countries like France and Ukraine, we bridged cultural divides. We engaged in deep
conversations about national policies, the Russia-Ukraine war, and Taiwan’s global

standing, ultimately forging invaluable cross-cultural friendships.

In my free time, I explored multiple European countries through solo travels and
group road trips. Whether it was stumbling and getting injured while rushing for a
flight in Portugal, or navigating unexpected mishaps like scratching our rental car in
the Balkans, these challenges of stepping out of my comfort zone taught me true

resilience and open-mindedness.

The greatest reward of this exchange journey was not merely the improvement of my
foreign language and independent living skills, but rather the ability to view the world
through a more diverse lens. I learned to reflect on the shortcomings hidden behind
the advantages of Western life, and my conversations with others provided me with
entirely new perspectives on whether to pursue graduate studies in the future.
Ultimately, after traveling across the globe, I came to appreciate the convenience and
beauty of Taiwan even more profoundly. I hope to continuously carry this open and

sincere mindset forward, genuinely treating everyone [ meet in my life.
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