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Abstract

Having the opportunity to go on an exchange program in Europe during my youth—
communicating with locals in a foreign language, immersing myself in the local culture, and

gaining an entirely new perspective—has always been a dream of mine.

This article documents my journey from applying for the exchange program at NCKU to the
official application process for the University of West Bohemia (ZCU) in the Czech Republic,
including the school selection process and visa applications. Furthermore, I will share my
experiences with course selection and teaching styles at the University of West Bohemia, as well as
an introduction to life in Pilsen, including the city environment, transportation, local supermarkets,

and dormitory life.

I hope this post serves as a helpful guide for future students planning an exchange at the
University of West Bohemia or elsewhere in the Czech Republic. There are many ways to
experience exchange life; finding what makes you feel most comfortable and spending these five
months in a way that leaves you fulfilled and without regrets is what makes for the best possible

experience.
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